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i PR(EpEY

Ho eztimsie Communizt copebilities o opposs an iatervention

of US ermad forees in Indochine erploying either:

5

a. Viet Mioh militsry forces supported iodireetly by .
Comminlst: Chins; or

- Chinage Comsmulet and Viet Mink forcen.

RBEUHPLTCER

1. The US hes intervesed during 1954 with growad, ses, ond

gir forees 1n Indochlns,

- 2. US forcas ore opposed by cither {s) Viet ¥ich forcsa alone,
receiving indirect Chlnese Commemlst &l or {(x) Chinsse Carxuniet
zo6 Vied Mimh Porces, recelving Soviet support gunorally elong thas

1irer of zuzh cupport in Yowvss.
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3. Introfusiion of "voluntess” Coinone Couiralint foyecn ol
sozwelllos o ax cospozdnts of Viet Iirh units cowld lparooace Viet
IHrh copzkilitics up to the 1ltwit of loglutic gupport, buz it 1s

valikaly 1l the pretease of non Cntetrventlon eould be mnintoined 17

siganble pware of Chinsge Comavidel perocnanl verd cerzintisd.

B. Vizk Ilnbh Alr Cipebllitien

V4 e

. 'Fae Vicws Minh ¢o pot nov posucan wa air force.

5. Ia the Viet Mink-held avess there oru coproxtmahely nins

cirilelds wizh 4,000 to 5,000 feoi rusweyn preaintly wmazeviecehla -

but ch, withkin o rericl ol & wuek to toa deys, coild bz Gavolopad
4o %nbe YIG-15 opoerwtlony.  Thowa cae 20 olx aldn with »ravoyo

repiry fron 2,000 to 3,000 Tect which, with vayg ying degrias of
ipmrovonend, would be puitchle for ldainon sdreroty and poseinly 11ty
traneport e:divity. Fony of thaos clrflelds vould o eavarely G-
cizteted in iz Swmriny webt weathor (ne to {locding. In nlilticn,

now adxdiclds cudlteblo for BIG-15 operations mighi ¥2 €33 s ted
wvithin 30 @zva. Avedlabilivy of ::iri‘i.cldc. woulsd mob poss o lind-
tenion b0 B eprzeticn of ca edr forez of connldzrghle sltn Wi Lthin
Yrancrine sftor o voel to tin doya of bigh pricvldy comduricilon
cobivity. fro Viet Mlph do not 20w poLseds the copapllity to oparais

cveh o forer. Bomver, o Chirszs Commundoto ova tha eopabhilit
P L

of troinipg Vet Mink pilotz end cupport poyscoolld eni of providing
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thom vith eireveft snd egqulprment. Ve heve no firm evidense thoet Lkis

ecopebllity fo nov bolng exareioed.

Viet ¥ii1h Lavad Copabilltilecs

c.

6. Vi=t Nirh hove the folloving neval copabilities:  wiver
oining, rlver sibush, end pebotagz in ports od nsval fzelilitles. .
They also hove o conclderohle murbor of native Junks which eould De
vresced Into gpervice to wset loglstic demends or to take sdvaatege of

1. 1i%ery onnortunitien.

T Q2 Chirese Comunipto exe eupohle of tralning Viet Mipk
foreng In povel varfore, end providing them with river crd cowmatal

minee end nineloyexs.

D. Cmmmmist Politleel VMoyfara Capshilities

8. Tke Cozmanists would bave the capzbdility of opposing US
Snterveation by sppeels to pationzlion enong the Indochirzrce populo-~
tlon ead by ﬂ.enmmcirig' US Interventlon an an operziion designed to

. rerpethunte colonialdism. Thess cepchllitica would vary not only im
relavlon Lo tho militory vrograss off thn war but alsw to the extent
thob Athr: UG sotion oppeared to the Indozhinece to gurrantze thelr

Indcpsrdenea.
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9. Lwen ulthoud apscldic politlesd SILUINDICT, imrediste and
lorgo-necle puccosses by US ares woudd sirost ecoxrtodnly raduce Coi-
mondet political crpabillticn tu vubvert cpd intimlésts ihe Iniochircsas
peeple end o uwie then for jntelliganec: erd logletic pucposes. In
ed4iticn, sigas of Vied Minmh dafocs vould probrdly lnercieingly epn-
covrage defectlons from tha Vist ¥iph. If US cimed puccesosg Wid
sccompenied by politlend wonsuvies viaseh puprenteed Indcehinsse inde-
nendznce, Viet Mink politleal vorfore cepebilivies would ba further
;‘uiuce&. Tiet }inh reticgaiict erpacl would bt diminished, awl there
would probusly e concidersble snd increcring fiafecticos from the

Yick 1Era. Treoe developmonto uvonld aleo refuce Vist Hink eapabilities

to eordret rumerrilla exd torverict aebivitien.

10. Cormeniet politleal wurlors copibilitlec in Infcehing wewld
rogaln substential 1€ US-o1licl crus 446 pob guickly give evidooes
hat they could bring the ver to = victorioua cleose within & ghort
tise, ord 1f ihe Infochinzae wert Doh convipeed thot theix ipdepend:ivce
ven pesursd. We believe, woveovar, tbel even in tha ¢ cent of lzrge-
pecle US mi Ultoryy paccisses; coconpanicd hy & gonuing comvietion 1n
Tefcchine thet independcnea won crawrad, the hard-core Cormamicte
of tho Viet Misn, probobly cupporicd from Chica, wonld for a long

rige rodalr. cunotoadlsl eipshilitizs for puerrllla ectivity s sub-

verolon.

o LOP-ERERE R
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(1. CAPABILITTES OF MIINLS3 COLURISH KD VIRS Mol Fes

1f

A. Chinese Growd Forea Copchilitios iv Indochina~

11. IFf the Chincce Communields decide 1o ettt Korean corboi-
trainnd foresp, thoy hove gvalisble 13 mmiose—/ wyivien cerved in Kowan
and are noy in Chine. Kl of these unita zew at precend siatlonod
ip morthecet Chirs end four in east Chlpe. It 1a eciirmted that the
most distent of theme, in ¢he nopthvost, could bz redsployed to tho
Indochilna bordsy in 17 to 2% deys and the neorent sould bz relaployed
in 10 to 14 duFa. Th2 (.h-*'lmgm Commmists ore cepcele of redeploying
five of these nrmies to the borfer in 30 doys oiter & dscision to (Lo
go has boen mole. If the Chioese Conxumists dscide noi to cormlt
Koresn conbab-trainesd foresn, thore are two pwies in zeuthoent Chirs,
olem=nts of vhileh ecan cropa the Iuodochlna homier pieczzagl ian four or
five Gzys or vbich ceu be cczxltlzd In a ceordinated ectiop in 10 to
12 doys. Relesloymenpt of five gi41iticonel non-Koriea tredred ecmies
could be accorpliehed in 14 to 24 dnys. It in possibls, elmo, that

thape capehilitlesn might be exareiceé prlor to US lontsyvention.

See Teple I1.

1/

g/ Chinegs Comummist ormies woulld probadly b2 ghont 35,000 in sizrengih,
emen conposcd of threz lnfaniry &iviclens, an sriillsry regiment,
enf 6 truck regimont of sapproxdnately heoy tracks. Eoch o theze
croies voxld b2 opproduztely equivmleat to a U3 @ivd sion in terno
of motked of exployueat anfi effectiven®us. It ic probable thai tuwo
sriilicry divicicns would slro b2 cmployed, ench coasisting of &
regiment of 3G T5=a oF T6sa howltzers or divislom gursn, & regicent
of 36 105z=, & regizaat of 35 122mw, wnd a battellon of ARA {ad).

_6 -
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12. %ke copnoliy ol llorcs of comaclesticn within Chine 1o npob
‘Bl lir.s_i'b ing foctor vpon the numbar of Chdmans Cammauist troous waich
could be moved to the Infioching bordsr end supplicd vikhin Inlochinn.
Tne chiaf liziting footor upon Lhz onploymont of Chircze Comnunlst
forceo in Indoching 1n the eopneity of the Moco of corouinlcuticn
within Indochipe. For coront oporoticns, ecch exiyy wolld roguira
gpprozirately 111 phowt tons per dzy of sll clogeen of cupplics

FAle eseh ertillery division would rejuirs cpprosicotoly B2 (howt

Lenrs @oily. Cz this besie, the cnsdirmom nueker of Chipncz Conzimiot

anits vhich tha proscent c;‘..pz;cit;u of ldinzs of corrmntesticn in Indo-
ehina Fxom the China bordor 4o th: Dzltz »ofjon wourld cuypord, 1o

cdaiticn to przocond Joamunist forves in Izfeewinn, g cpnroriszicly
pwren crmales eal too oadilicsy divicons. Thun, Tk tounl muoloax ol

Cozmmaist comtint forecen vhich could be cupporbcd over prusent Jines of

cocpanicertion in Indochive i cpproxicately 500,000 to 6I0,000.

13. After redepleyrant of Chinses Commummicd forces Lo tho Info-
ckipa bordor, 19 10 enbiooicl thos, Gurlpg the dry feascn, thoy culd
rooelr tha Inpol-Dolphory oogs Wit looding vnldte in eeven Goays eflol
ercening the bondoyy could mowmt o coerdlunted mitzek with ohoat four
oraies B weolz aiwer initicl wulis czoes the Boxler, cnl covld bulld
vp o o bevnd forer {or ceorddiniicd ceticn of wovea mraics eni wio

*exozoing the border. Lozce-ccoale

pe

carcillomy divictens Your vaorlks ofie

onzrotions poulhh of Tha Rel Ruver Doltza ercn vould requlzr: ute of ilo:

A OP BRERUT,

P
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vafl oo to the couth, £ad honea exe depepdesnt vpom Coummd ot
ccpture of Henol ozd oyeration of the ratlhvoy frow Hopol southrrard.
IT the Cormunicta comld utiline thie 1line to puppost oporovicnsz, the
entire forze couli be supportc@ legivtically to Soigon. If tha rcll
1ine could not bo utilized, tke forece which could ta supported would

be roducad to chout threa or four ermices. Duriog the ralny scoacon

troop rovexsnta will ba sloved, logistic cupport male mors &ifficult,
cnd tha seope ond mgnitvds of coordinsted toctlcal oporaticns ech-
siderokly roduced. If tie Chingra Comzmmists enter InGochina dorlng
the rainy ccascn; thay pr.ob:.'bly could no% cuppors mora than four oxnles
e tuo ortiliery Givisions vpder lorpe-ccele ofTencive exrkot ccn-'
@itions, ballding to the totzl of geven eonres el tuws srilllory
alvipione ot tha pext dry scocon. During the dry cacacn, Comouaalst
Chipn vod be capcble of crploying light end madiun tenk in omzll

prooprad vnite in thy Tonldin Dalta.

kN
B. QOninecze Commmiri Al Copobilidias in Irdoching

1. Opersbing Trom busces in Chipa, tho Chlnece Commntats
hove on eobimmted eapcbility to intorvens imcedistely with en oir
forea concizting of TO Jet cnl L0 piston £ightors cepable of opercting
aecingt tergets in novthera Inlockina, ond & force of 10 wodivm pleicn

-

borborp cepable of oporotionsn pgainst targsts snyTarr in Indcochino.

i Boo Toble ITE.

-8 -
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Tn cAdition, tha Chincca Cowmmnint Adr Foree hna about 650 Job

fighters end 120 Jet light borbers. Current airfleld zepocity in
gouth Cains tould peralt the Chinzse Communlebs to Geploy cbout 250

of thacz Job fighters ond jet lght bordbero imm=dictely to exgrent

tho force oparcting egoinct Indoehina.  Although thie xoverent could

Te complated in 2% to 48 hourn, ths gcele of operstion of tkls force

wight be rostricted initlelly by o schortage of suppliem. Kecelozry _
logistice cupport eculd b provided if the Chinese Commnaistes under-

tock to citockplln aviaticp cupplins ot thoe mecesoory wlrfilelds prior

to US intcrventicn. If they 614 rpot, we bellove that cupplien in

quontitics necsgsary Lo cupport custsiped operetlions could ta nede .

availeble vithia a wvezk to 2Q dsyn.

15. Additioncl engumntetion of thio fores vould regulre repsir
of erinting sirlfields or econotructica of nsw alrflelin vithin rznge
of Iudochlinn. Howvever, within o pariod of 10 to 30 days, tbe cepzeity
of puch elrfields could b2 po imereczed that the elze of thin foree
crprontatlon vould doperd lovpmly oo elr Gefonve yuquicesoots elos-

vhere.

1
C. Cozmundnt Chiczan Toavnl Connhilltien

16. T2 Chincpe Commmints ore baifovoed to have the folloving

noveld watts dp south Chinz, moztly in tbhe Centon arxge: oone frigste,

_9.. '
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hiee pusboats, six-cight wotoxr torpefo bonts, four motor AInRORLS
or minepveersys, 14-16 1ending chipe end cxeft, and cix-eight euxd-
jioricr. Ir efdition, there re DUERTOLRR river o+d coestal pstrol
crafis, cnd rn estipabed 1,000 potorized junks in the ared sSouth ox

Cantoa.

17. Tho Chimose Commnmulsbs conld wmlerieks river opd coazsteldl
miping, llmited nineqceping, ood the transport of supplies by sali-
Amﬂ znd junks. AlEO, & r:m.ort'.-hcul crpndblovo 14ft, wiilizing gxversl
thogdend jusks and Gampens nod 1n 4hs South Chinn Ses coastal exesd,

conld ko provided on relubively short notice.

18. Ipdlcations hove Lo racalved racently of ths prisznds
o? im0 Or more cubmamrines in the RUf of Conkin. Suhaowlna psizois
vould progant o consldersble whreat 0 poval Torcea opordving ln
thlg evza. It 1o ponsidle thst the USSR would provifs the Chines: -
Covrmand oty with & limited nother of cuhnarines Lo be opzaaisd by

Soviet crous or under the geldanca of Bovigt siviecers.

L ]
19. While ibo Chinepe pavnl aip force is still in its Foroa~
tiva phase, it oo o Linited eopemility of suproxiing fazn coilyal
e

operaticas by mine loylug anf by wtiucko on wrrehont shirping ool

nrarel vanzeln.

Pl v s e po S
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D. Coamuraiet Politicel Worlaro Capechiliticg

20, Commrist politiesl warfors copebilities in tis cose of

Chincse intervertion would vory im relation to tha econt of tha

war.  If the Cowmunists guffercd defaats, there vould b numelous
Tiet Hink defections cpd & conszguent weshening of tho Vict Hiah
vegine, parcleuisxly 1f the Infochipeaz wore convinecd that foveicn
rule w2 &t en epd. lNorsover, tho eppesvones in Indoshina of lazge
ouriaore of Chalpzoe uorld probedhly yevive the trofitionnss Iudookinzoo
somity for ths Chinsss. Cormenlsh muccess::t; , or a prolowged pirecglia
tw which nzithey oida eppraared to kave procpacis of vietory, vowld -
enkenee Comimint politieal vovfure capedilitisz. However, even it
ithe Comamiot Tovesn in Tplochine were cyushed corpletsly, th2
Commmizia wvould conbtinve to bare & poteutial for $nfiltratioa acd
guerrills worfare, particulerly co long &8 & sorony Cowruniet rogimo

exintzd in China.

- AL -
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Zons 1 is defipsd sz thol port of South Chins witkin KIG-15
covbet range, sbout 400 milus of ths northern peripbsry of
Indochine.

Zoos 2 is designoted es ell of Chips bayord e 1imits of Zons
1, but exclusive of the Kortheowst Admindstretive Aveca end ibe
Inner-3ongolis Autonomous Reglon; i.e., roughly ol of China
propor beyond Zonn 1.

%0ne 3 ineludes tha Northesast Aminictration Area cxd tha
Inzsr Morpolia Autonomous Area.
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TiLLE IV

CHINESE ToeGAN N NAVAL FLETES

. f
Naval Vesoalsds

1 Light Cruiser

17 Frigate/gunboats

L Ustor Gunbosts

3 0id Grrdbosts

;0=50 Nutor Terpade Boats

1f Hirer Bunboala

45 (or noare) Amphiblous vessels of ail kinds
11 (or mere) Awciliariss
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160 60
B0 Piston Pighter Lo
LD Jet Light Domber 10
1.2 Pistop Lirht Bomber 30

Tobed Hava) FPersonnel Sirength - €1 ,200
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};/';'hs: 1isnt crulser i telicved to ho pan-oparntionel,  In
additien 4o the waacels 1 era; the CCY haa fros 250 to 300 oued
notor funks end district palyel aaftc It s known that srer 1,704
Chiness porsunnel have underpons swtrsrine training and one sx-taviet
gubmarine , possivly of the “mediun rargs® type, {5 %fn Cninase hesvld
in Teingtas,

2 fsee Table 11T
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